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Foreword 

Verily all praise is for Allah, we praise and thank him, seek His 
aid, and seek his forgiveness. Whosoever Allah guides, none can 
misguide, and whosoever Allah misguides, there is none to guide. 
And may the Peace and blessings of Allah be upon His last mes- 
senger, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon all his family and 
companions. 



To proceed: 

Indeed we are living in a time of great confusion, where the truth 
is mixed with falsehood, in which none can distinguish between 
the two except for those Allah has given the criterion. Allah says. 
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“O you who believe, if you have taqwaa 1 of Allah, He 
will give you a criterion (to differentiate between truth 
and falsehood) ...” 

[Surah al-Anfaal (8):29] 



And from the matters in which many are confused is the tobacco 
that has become so rampant in our times. Its trial has afflicted 



1 Taqwaa a state in which one avoids all which Allah forbids and does 

all He commands. 
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many people, even those that we might consider to be from 
amongst the righteous, so much so that we even see them indulg- 
ing in it in the open, not perceiving its great harm to their religion 
and health. 

Also, a great disservice has been done by those who call them- 
selves scholars, confusing people and not clarifying to them the 
ruling concerning this tobacco, giving excuse that there are no 
clear evidences to be found establishing its prohibition. If we 
were to accord to this reasoning, one would find that we would 
not then be able to give judgment in many other matters in the 
religion, for Allah, out of His infinite Wisdom, has given general 
rulings which allow us to judge specific matters, thus making His 
religion the ultimate source of legislation for all matters, in this 
world and the next, until the end of time. 

Anyone who has the slightest understanding of Islam and its 
sources has no doubt concerning its permissibility, but others’ 
reasoning has been corrupted because of adhering to false no- 
tions, like blind following, so much that their intellect ceases to 
function, not being able to perceive anything other than the opi- 
nion of the one they follow. 

So it is upon those whom Allah has given the Tawfeeq 2 to under- 
stand the religion to break the shackles of ignorance and blind 
following, and to clarify to people the reality of tobacco which is 
so lightly taken by many today. 

For this reason, we felt it necessary that the fataawaa 3 of scho- 
lars whom Allah has chosen not to be victims of this ignorance 
be known, to clarify to all the prohibition of this evil and repul- 



2 Tawfeeq (jjjj): Success from Allah in doing the right thing. 

3 Fataawaa (t£jlsS): Plural of Fatwaa (iSjfi), which means a legal verdict in the 
religion. 




sive habit, and to be from amongst those who give victory to His 
religion, not fearing the blame of those who blame. May Allah 
reward all those who helped publishing this work, and reward 
them with whatever good results from it, Ameen. 




The Fatwaa of 
Sheikh 

Muhammad bin Ibraaheem Aal-ish- 
Sheikh 

(May Allah have mercy on him) 

regarding 

Smoking 

Cigarettes 
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All praise is due to Allah alone, and may the Peace and Blessings 
of Allah be upon Muhammad, the last of the prophets. 

I was asked about the ruling concerning tobacco, in which many 
ignorant and foolish people are enamored, in spite of the fact that 
every person knows that we have stated its prohibition. We, our 
scholars and teachers, their teachers, and all the truth-seeking 
scholars from the leaders of the Da’wah 4 of the Najd 3 and the 
rest of the Muslim world, from the time of its onset around 1010 
AH until this day, have stated its prohibition, all basing their evi- 
dence from the principles of the religion and observation. 

For this reason, I had at first felt that it was not appropriate to 
answer this question, but since it was the due right of the ques- 
tioner, and since this khabeeth, 6 as one would never expect, has 
become so prevalent, I decided to proceed in answering it. 



So I say: 

There is no doubt that cigarettes are something khabeeth and pu- 
trid, and that at times they have intoxicating attributes, while at 
other times they act as a sedative. Its prohibition is based upon 

4 Da’wah (ijfci): The call to Islam, Here, it means the da’wah of Muhammad 
bin Sulaymaan at-Tameemi. 

5 Najd: The central part of what is known today as Saudi Arabia. 

6 Kabeeth (C_l>), pi. khabaa'ith (dJGq: Literally, anything found repulsive. In 
religious terms, anything repulsive, evil, and unlawful, i.e. things, deeds, beliefs, 
persons and food. Kubth (CA 4 ): repulsiveness. 
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